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A Message from our Director

Director, Rock Hill Virtual Academy, K-12
Heather Andrus

Welcome to the 2023-2024 school year! As an educator of 27 years, I believe whole child education is
vital to academic success. That means we will support your child socially, and emotionally so they
can reach their full potential as a learner. We are looking forward to meeting your students where
they are and watching them grow throughout the 23-24 school year. A few ways we plan to
accomplish this is through our new proficiency-based model as well as beginning the Leader in Me
journey. The proficiency-based model will allow us to personalize the learning to meet better meet
students’ needs. Leader in Me is “an evidence-based, comprehensive model that builds o怀
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MISSION: To provide Rock Hill Virtual Academy students with flexible and rigorous online learning
opportunities that will assist them in acquiring the knowledge, skills, and characteristics necessary for college,
career, and military readiness.

CORE VALUES:

★ Student success is the center of each decision.
★ Integrity, honesty, and respect are important characteristics of the Rock Hill Virtual Academy.
★ As active partners in the educational process, students, parents/guardians, educators and stakeholders

are responsible for their role in student success.
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Elementary Virtual Academy Bell Schedule:
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Middle School Virtual Academy Bell Schedule:
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Synchronous Learning

RHVA will be using a combination of synchronous and asynchronous learning. Synchronous learning
refers to a method of learning in

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:77300642-0ced-4815-a678-f7377dad79cf
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:c05f758b-e4e8-4ac1-8657-5f1e9d894f6a


Student Expectations

RHVA students are expected to:

❖ Work from a suitable space free from distractions, preferably with a solid wall directly behind
the student (Bed is not a suitable space). This includes but is not limited to a school
appropriate virtual background free of profanity and/or references to drugs, alcohol, political
affiliations or any content/material that is a distraction to the learning environment.
❖ Log in 3 minutes before the virtual classroom session begins.
❖ Sign into all classes on time each day and remain for the duration of class until dismissed.
❖ Cameras must be on upon entering the virtual classroom and remain on at all times.
❖ Show your entire face (chin and up).
❖ Dress appropriately.
❖ Use a school appropriate background.
❖ Actively participate in the virtual community.
❖ Complete and submit assignments on time.
❖ Work independently and in groups (when assigned).
❖ Show respect for everyone.

Virtual Parent/Guardian Expectations

Parents/Guardians are expected to:

❖ Provide a positive learning space where students can work uninterrupted in a suitable space
free from distractions, preferably with a solid wall directly behind the student (Bed is not a
suitable space). This includes but is not limited to a school appropriate virtual background free
of profanity and/or references to drugs, alcohol, political affiliations or any content/material
that is a distraction to the learning environment.
❖ Ensure students are signing into all classes on time each day and remaining until dismissed.
❖ Ensure background noises are minimized. Examples of noises that can disrupt your student’s

learning are music, television, video games, pets, conversations, other children, etc.
❖ Remind your student not to share his/her login information for any virtual class.
❖ Remind your student to adhere to the honor code regarding plagiarism.
❖ Ensure that your student is dressed properly for participating in virtual classrooms.
❖ Ensure students complete assignments and turn in the work on time.
❖ Monitor their child’s

udes
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Making up missed work

Students will be permitted to make up all work missed within the allotted timeframe. It is the
responsibility of students to contact their teachers within three (3) days of returning to school
concerning all make-up assignments. Students will be afforded a period of time equal to the number
of days absent to make up missed assignments if other arrangements are not made with the teacher.
Parents and students may also access Canvas from the school’s home page. Canvas provides access
to class work and assignments, as well as due dates via the calendar. Students may ask teachers
questions through Canvas Inbox.

Content and Instruction

RHVA is committed to adhering to the Pro



Promotion and Retention for High School Students

Note: In order to comply with state law and ensure continuous and appropriate progress from grade 9
through 12, the high schools have established regulatory guidelines to follow the Rock Hill Schools
Board of Trustees Policy IKE (Promotion, Retention, and Acceleration of Students, revised 11/23/2015).
The following language is included in the RHS High School Course Catalog.

In Grades 9



South Carolina State Testing

Virtual Academy students will be expected to take all state assessments associated with their grade
level or chosen coursework. All state assessments will be taken on campus at times scheduled by the
school within the required testing windows.

Grading Policy

Assessments and Grading

Teachers will provide a va�



Each semester, the two nine-week grades are averaged to determine the semester grade. The
two-semester grades are averaged for the yearly final grade. If the student is enrolled in a high school
credit course with an EOC (end-of-course) exam, the two-semester grades count 40% and the EOC
counts 20% of the final year grade.

Attendance Policy

RHVA will adher
will

http://bit.ly/Attend23-24
mailto:DHarrison@rhmail.org
/cms/lib/SC01000464/Centricity/Domain/410/2021_22MSGuidelines.pdf


❖ Students are expected to stay in class until the teacher dismisses them.
❖ Students are expected to have cameras on and their face (chin and up) visible at all times,

during each class.
❖ Teachers will report absences and early dismissals from class to the RHVA attendance clerk.

High School Attendance

❖ Attendance will be taken and recorded at the beginning of each class.
❖ Students are considered tardy if they are 10 minutes late to class.
❖ Students are considered absent if they miss 25 minutes of class.
❖ Students are expected to stay in class until the teacher dismisses them.
❖ Students are expected to have cameras on and their face (chin and up) visible at all times
❖ Teachers will report absences and early dismissal from class to the RHVA attendance clerk.

Policies

Dress Code

RHVA is concerned with the health, safety, and well being of students and the avoidance of
distractions to learning and must adhere to the following dress protocol:

❖ Clothing, apparel, or jewelry that includes profanity or promotes sexual activity, violence or the
use of alcohol or drugs is inappropriate.
❖ Clothing, apparel, or jewelry that degrades or intimidates another because of race, gender,

sexuality, religious persuasions, national origin or disability is inappropriate.
❖ Pajamas, plunging necklines, see-through apparel, and other revealing clothing is

inappropriate.
❖ Students are expected to dress in accordance with the home school dress code policy when

attending face-to-face campus activities, including district
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❖ Student background images must be school appropriate. This includes but is not limited to a
school appropriate virtual background free of profanity and/or references to drugs, alcohol,
political affiliations or any content/material that is a distraction to the learning environment.

Seesaw/Canvas, Technology, and Device Usage

All users are expected to use the computers and computer networks in a responsible, ethical, and
polite manner. RHSD reserves the right to monitor all technology resource activity.

All RHVA students will access Seesaw, Canvas, and Zoom via the LaunchPad app on the laptop.

❖ Technology Support and Assistance

➢ If you need support with your laptop, please have your child’s teacher put in a HELP
ticket with technology. If you need a laptop repair, you can bring the laptop to Belleview
School, 501 Belleview Rd, for repair or replacement between 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
➢ Students in RHVA will have the availability to pick up a device from Belleview School. It

is the r

/domain/1556




Ɣ Students should understand that digital content sent via phone, cameras, and other digital
devices can be archived and can exist forever.

Ɣ Students should understand that online communication, including email and text messaging, is
never private and may be shared with others without your knowledge.

Ɣ Students should understand that legal consequences are more serious once the age of
majority is attained (Prosecution and inclusion on the sexual predator list are possible
consequences of taking or sharing inappropriate pictures and videos).
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